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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 2 0231 

Sir: 



Applicants submit herewith a copy of each of the 
following sixteen (16) references for consideration in 
connection with the above application. 



U.S. Patent No. 


Inventor (s) 


Issue Date 


3,494,174 


Green et al . 


02/1970 


4 , 973 , 530 


Vanderborgh et al . 


11/1990 


5 , 200 . 278 


Watkins et al 


04/1993 


5 382 478 


Chow pt~ al 


01/1995 


5 432 020 


Fleck 


07/1995 


5, 436, 086 


Seymour et al . 


07/1995 


5, 543,238 


Strasser 


08/1996 


5, 547, 776 


Fletcher et al . 


08/1996 


5, 776, 625 


Kaufman et al . 


07/1998 


6, 171, 374 


Barton et al . 


01/2001 



Foreign Document No. Country Publication Date 

4201632 Germany 07/1993 

07- 176313 Japan 07/1995 

08- 138705 Japan 05/1996 
WO 96/24958 PCT 08/1996 

09- 55218 Japan 02/1997 

WO 99/67829 PCT 12/1999 



The above references are listed on the enclosed Form 
PTO-1449 entitled "Information Disclosure Citation." 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted 
before receipt of a first Office Action on the merits of the 
application. 



Please charge any fees incurred in connection with this 
submission to Deposit Account No. 13-0017 in the name of 
McAndrews, Held & Malloy, Ltd. 



McANDREWS , HELD & MALLOY , LTD. 

500 West Madison Street, 34th Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60661 

Telephone (312) 775-8000 
Facsimile (312) 775-8100 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert W. Fieseler 
Registration No. 31,826 
Attorney for Applicants 
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GROUP ART UNIT: 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT 
NO. 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 
IF 

APPROPRIATE 



3,494,174 



02/1970 



Green et al. 



4,973,530 



11/1990 



Vanderborgh et al. 



3s 



5,200,278 



04/1993 



Watkins et al. 



5,382,478 



01/1995 



Chow et al. 



5,432,020 



07/1995 



Fleck 



5,436,086 



07/1995 



Seymour et al. 



-To, 



5,543,238 



08/1996 



Strasser 



5,547,776 



08/1996 



Fletcher et al. 



35 



5,776,625 



07/1998 



Kaufman et al. 



6,171,374 



01/2001 



Barton et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NO. 


PUBLICATION 
DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 






DE 4201632 Al 


07/1993 


Germany 






X 








JP 07-176313 


07/1995 


Japan 














JP-08-138705 


05/1996 


Japan 














WO 96/24958 


08/1996 


PCT 














JP-09-55218 


02/1997 


Japan 














WO 99/67829 


12/1999 


PCT 
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EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED: 



•EXAMINER: Initial citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



